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Let’s begin in the negative on this topic with reference to an excellent four page letter
written by John A. Washington 27 October 1991. To my knowledge his opinion has not
changed.

John A.’s summary of the John of Surry cousin problem is:

1. Your family (Surry County Washingtons) was misled into believing that it was
related to George Washington's family (Westmoreland Washingtons and John A.
Washington).

2. The claimed relationship was that of first cousin to Gen. Washington's great-
grandfather, and therefore, of fourth cousin to the General.

3. Prospects for determining the English origin of your (Surry)immigrant ancestor John
Washington of Surry do not appear bright.

4. If his (John of Surry) origin is ever determined, there is no way to predict whether he
will be related to the family from which George Washington's great-grandfather
came, or to some entirely different family.

I am not a professional genealogist and the above statement is certainly backed with
proper genealogical evidence. However, having spent 30 years in the newspaper business
1 am determined to find the story that links the Westmoreland and Surry Washingtons.

To get back on the positive side of this discussion, please consider this reference in
Chapter 15 and 16 of “William Rose of Surry Country, Virginia, Some Descendants and
Related Families” compiled by Eunice Brooks Freese and edited by Katherine Blackwell
Elliott. Putting the Sir John Washington of Thrapstone, Northamptonshire, EG, theory
(See Number 1. Above) to rest, Mrs. Freese said, ‘ It can be accepted, however, that John
Washington of Surry County could be the son of Richard Washington, the younger
brother of Sir John Washington and a brother of the Reverend Lawrence Washington,
ancestor of President George Washington, who were the sons of Lawrence Washington,
Gent. Of England.”



So, you see, new evidence crops up from time to time. In this instance it came through
the will of Margaret Washington Sandys (Dame Margaret Sandys) dated 11 Oct 1673.
Her will reads “to my nephew John Washington, my dear eldest brother’s son, twenty
pounds”. Sir John Washington was at the time the oldest living brother of Dame Sandys,
and quite evidently from the will, his son John was living and in England. (John of
Surry died before 1659/1662 and his wife had remarried. Therefore, he was someone
elses son.)

I'have often wondered what the relation between the Westmoreland and Surry
Washingtons would be today if genealogist had used the correct brother Richard,Robert
b. about 1600 as the connection rather than Sir John of Tharpston. The “meager”
evidence was acceptable to recognize Sir John then, so, why not grant the same liberty to
“more evidence” that Richard, Robert, brother of Reverend Lawrence Washington and
Sir John of Tharpston, is the father of John of Surry and we are distant fourth cousin kin
to the Westmoreland clan.

As Dale Carnagie instructs: What is the problem? Simply, putting aside all the prejudice
built up over the years, there is no direct genealogical fact that Richard, Robert’s John
born in EG, and John of Surry, VA are the same person.

JOHN IN ENGLAND AND JOHN IN SURRY, VA
There is adequate proof for anyone, that there was a John Washington in EG as a young
man and that he was from the same family that President Washington came from. And,
there is adequate proof for anyone, that there was a John Washington in Surry County,
VA (c.1650 /1658) from whom many of us descended. Let’s connect these two people
with circumstantial evidence.

AGES OF THE TWO JOHNS ARE WITHIN REASON
These two men have the right documented age to have been the same person. John
Washington, EG, was baptized 14 Mar 1631 or 32, Parish of St Martins in the Field. As a
possible birth date this would make him 26 or 27 in 1658 which is the marriage date of
John Washington of Surry to Mary Ford and certainly a marriageable age. John of Surry
and Mary Ford were married 15 Sept 1658.

JOHN OF SURRY’S ONLY CHILD NAMED RICHARD
Why name your first and only child, Richard? In the case of John of Surry, the best
reason could be because his father was name Richard. And that ties back to the
Washington’s in EG. Not an open and shut case but it sure does fit in the puzzle.



Richard Washington and Elizabeth Jordan named one of their sons Richard along with
several other good English names. Richard II is my ancestor.

An interesting note that takes us back to England is that John of England (or John of
Surry) had a sister named AMY. And his father, Richard, Robert Washington, had
several sisters of whom one was named AMY. John of Surry is the John of England and
named his first and only son after his father.

JOHN OF ENGLAND NOT IN ENGLAND IN 1658
Here is another date that helps circumstantially move the England John to the shores of
VA by way of Barbados. The will of Ralph Hall, EG, dated 30 July 1658 (Nabbs 186
PCC) named his wife Frances (John Washington’s widowed mother) and left several
legacies to “Mrs. Amy Washington, my wife’s daughter.” John of England (Amy’s
brother ) is not mentioned in the will. He could well have been in Barbados, West Indes
or VA before 1658. That John of Surry was in VA before 1658 or prior is well
documented.

Charles A. Hoppin writes (Vol.I, 143 concerning the Laniers): “We have made a study of
the Washington records in England having any possible bearing upon this John
‘Washington, and we have exhausted the Washington records at Barbados. They show
that he did not return to England or remain in Barbados after 1658.” Hoppin thought he
was writing about Sir John’s John, but could have left us a trail of John of Surry, son of
Richard,Robert relative of General George Washington.

FROM A PAPER BY STUART J. FURMAN, MA

A Revised Rendering of The Washington Family Ancestry of Lorene Martha Jones
Furman” written by Stuart J. Furman, MA, in 1992 make the following two points of
interest and I quote: :

1. *“And so obviously the John Washington who came to Virginia could not have been
the son of Sir John Washington and Mary Curtis. Whose son was he? It so happens
that the parents of Sir John Washington, Lawrence and Margaret Butier Washington
has seventeen children, eight being sons. Their fourth son was Richard Washington
who was apprenticed 7 July 1614 to the Clothworkers’s Company, LLondon. He was
married to Frances Browne, 17 April 1627, at St. Martin’s-in-the-Field, Middlesex.
The parish records show the baptismal records for daughter Amy, 21 Oct 1628, and












